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Why are Material Safety Data Sheets important?


You have the right and need to know about what chemicals you work with, what hazards they pose and how to protect yourself from them. 


An MSDS can help you stay safe on the job by providing information that will help you recognize hazards; properly handle, store and dispose of materials; select appropriate PPE; and be ready to react appropriately in the event of an accident.





What Should I Know After Reading an MSDS?


Product name and manufacturer contact info: Do the names on the label and the MSDS match?


Hazardous ingredients:  What hazardous ingredients and cancer-causing agents does it contain?


Exposure limits:  How long can I safely work around this product and at what concentration? 


Physical and chemical properties: What is the material’s normal odor and appearance? Will it rise or fall in air? How easily and how quickly does it evaporate? Will it sink or float in water? At what temperatures will it freeze, boil or melt? 


Fire fighting information and measures: What is the material’s potential for fire or explosion? What hazardous products (if any) may be given off when it burns? What should be done in the event of a fire? What recommended extinguishing media, such as fire extinguishers, should be used? What PPE should be worn? Are there any special fire-fighting procedures?


Stability and reactivity: How easily will materials change into an even more hazardous substance? What conditions cause this? Can it react with other chemicals?  What types of hazardous products are formed when it begins to change?


Health hazards: What are the routes of entry (inhalation, ingestion, absorption)? What are the symptoms of exposure? What are the short-term and long-term health effects of exposure? Are there medical conditions that can be aggravated by exposure? How toxic is the material?


First aid measures: What first aid measures should be performed in the event of overexposure? What should be avoided?


Handling and storage: What storage precautions must be taken? Are there conditions, such as moisture or high temperatures, that should be avoided? What special handling is required for safe use? How do I store or dispose of the product when I am done?


Accidental release measures: What should be done if a spill or leak occurs? Should the area be evacuated or sealed off? How should the spill or release be contained? What are the proper cleanup methods? What equipment can be safely used? How should I dispose of these materials?


Exposure controls and personal protection: Is ventilation or process enclosure recommended? What types of personal protective equipment should be worn? What should PPE be made out of?





When Should I Read the MSDS? 


Always read the MSDS before working with any new chemical or when work practices involving the chemical are changed. 


Review the MSDS today if you if you can’t fully answer any of the above questions for any of the materials you commonly work with on the job.


Consult the MSDS whenever you have a question about any aspect of the chemicals you use.
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