 Handling Hazardous Waste

 Safety Training Handout
· Key things you should know

· Hazardous wastes are regulated by the Resource Conservation and Recovery 
Act (RCRA).
· RCRA rules cover all aspects of handling, storing, shipping and disposing of hazardous wastes.
· RCRA imposes cradle-to-grave liability. 
· Federal and state inspectors are checking on how we handle hazardous wastes. 
· Facilities face serious consequences for mishandling hazardous wastes. 

· Our own safety is improved by following RCRA management standards. 

· It’s critically important to keep drums and containers properly labeled.  

· Know your role

· Determine whether wastes are hazardous or non-hazardous. 

· Know how to classify a hazardous waste. 

· Learn characteristics of what makes a waste hazardous. 

· Label hazardous waste containers. 

· Keep containers closed when they’re not being filled or emptied. 

· Keep logs and records of dates when waste accumulation begins for each container. 

· Keep records of how much hazardous waste we generate each month. 

· Inspect containers to make sure they’re not leaking. 

· Segregate wastes to keep incompatible ones away from each other. 

· Locate emergency spill response equipment. 

· When responding to a spill or emergency 

· Stay calm – don’t panic. 

· Mark the area to warn other employees. 

· Notify the spill response coordinator. 

· Decide if cleanup can be done in house or if emergency responders should handle the situation. 

· Use personal protective equipment when appropriate. 

· Get professional help when needed and stay out of their way.  
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