
HAZWOPER: Awareness Level

   Safety Training Handout
· As First Responders at the Awareness Level, you have a responsibility to

· Recognize hazardous substances

· Evacuate yourself and others

· Notify the proper authorities

· Secure the area

· Help determine the identity of the hazardous substance

· Hazardous chemicals that are spilled or released can 

· Injure you or your co-workers
· Contaminate drinking water

· Cause a massive evacuation

· Kill innocent bystanders

· Signs of a chemical release or spill

· Liquid on the floor or tables

· Liquid dripping from container with hazardous materials

· Any odor that is unfamiliar to you

· Hissing or dripping sound

· Equipment that has loss of pressure or flow

· After you recognize a spill

· Warn others by yelling or setting off an alarm

· Turn off machines and evacuate

· Barricade the area to prevent unauthorized personnel from entering

· Stay upwind of the spill

· Don’t attempt to rescue anyone unless trained to do so

· Gather information about the spill for emergency response personnel

· Try to identify the hazardous chemical

· If exposure occurs

· Inform your supervisor and describe the chemical

· Flush eyes or skin for at least 15 minutes

· Seek immediate medical attention if you swallow chemicals
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