Bloodborne Pathogens

Safety Training Handout
Using OSHA-required safety practices when working can prepare employees for exposure to bloodborne pathogens – and possibly save someone’s life.

· Why we practice bloodborne pathogen safety

· Working with blood and other body fluids can put employees at risk for catching infectious – and possibly deadly – diseases such as HIV or Hepatitis.
· Employees such as nurses who use needles to administer procedures to patients are at particularly high risk of needle stick injuries that can lead to the transfer of infectious fluids through a break in the skin.
· If workers are infected by a bloodborne pathogen, they could run the risk of spreading their infection to other patients or co-workers. 

· OSHA requires companies that place workers in situations where they could be exposed to infectious fluids to institute safety measures to protect employees.

· Your response if you're exposed to infectious fluids

· If you’re accidentally exposed to potentially infectious materials while working, wash your hands immediately using antibacterial soap or disinfectant & water.

· If fluid was splashed in your eye or another mucous membrane, flush that area with running water for 15 minutes or longer.

· Report the incident to your supervisor ASAP.

· Seek professional medical attention immediately.

· Consider accepting your employer's offer for a Hepatitis B vaccination.

· Have a medical evaluation done, including lab tests at no cost.
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