
The Control of Hazardous Energy 
(Lockout/Tagout)

Safety Training Handout
· Why is lockout/tagout training necessary?

To protect you from the unexpected release of energy while servicing or maintaining equipment in the workplace.

· What is lockout/tagout?

A warning and prevention system that involves: 

Lockout – Placing a lock on an energy isolating device to ensure that equipment cannot be turned on while someone is servicing or 
maintaining it. 

Tagout – Placing a tag on an energy isolating device to warn others that someone is working on equipment and it must not be started.

· The 5 most common ways that injuries occur during a lockout/tagout are:

· Failure to shut off equipment.

· Failure to disconnect power source.

· Failure to release stored energy.

· Unexpected restarting of equipment.

· Failure to clear work area before restarting.

· Employees can prevent injuries and deaths by:

· Following all lockout/tagout procedures created for that specific 
piece of equipment.

· Notifying workers of the lockout/tagout.

· Applying locks/tags to the energy isolating device.

· Verifying machines are safe to be serviced.

· Removing tools and replacing guards after servicing is complete.

· Clearing area of all employees before restarting equipment.

· Never removing another employee’s lock or tag.
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